
Thank you for 
supporting 

your 
community 
library for  
100 years! 

 

100th Anniversary  

September 13, 
1922-2022 



Founding Trustees of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

 

Herbert Marshall  1924-1927 - President 

D.E Carman   1924-1939 - Vice President 

Senia (Quella) Sorvisto 1924  

M.C. Helm   1924-1927 - Secretary 

Mrs. E.E. Lawrence Jr. 1924-1935 

Delilah (Sorvisto) Hilston 1924-1937 

The Founder of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

M.C. Helm 

 

High School Student Helpers 

Trustee W. Branthoover and Staff 

School children visit the library  

Librarian, Camille Mosher and 
High School Students 



1966 - Harding High School annex is constructed and the 
library is now connected to the school 

 

1968 - The Fairport Friends of the Library group was 
organized. Funds were provided for art works in the library,  
exhibits, and a story hour for children.   

 

1997:   Fairport Harbor Public Library goes online by joining the 
CLEVNET library consortium that  now includes 45 library 
systems, across 12 different counties, with 12 million items, and 
approximately 1 million customers in northeast Ohio.  
CLEVNET allows Fairport patrons access to the vast collections 
of every participating library.  

 

2004: The George and Helen 
Daly family donate funds to 
create the children’s area 
reading garden.   The family 
makes many kind and generous 
donations in the years to follow.  

 

2006:  The library serves as a safe haven for residents during 
heavy floods in the village. 

 

2022:  Fairport Harbor Public Library celebrates its centennial. 

 

2025:  Looking toward an exciting future with Fairport Schools 
and a new, modern library facility!  

The Friends of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

 

2022 Officers: 

Co-Presidents: Nan Norton, Lori Strickland  

Treasurer: Jim Balog 

 

The Fairport Harbor Friends of the Library are a group of 
individuals who volunteer and work together to promote 
and support the library’s mission of service to the 
community. These strong supporters of the library hope  that 
you will consider joining and participating in this group. 

The Trustees of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

 

Pamela Lausin: President 

Jim Gutowski: Vice President 

Rebecca Steinback: Secretary 

Jan Baldree 

Linda Coffmann 

Anna Coll 

Lee Negrelli 

The Library is governed by a Board of Trustees consisting  
of seven members who volunteer their time and 
expertise.  Board meetings are the second Tuesday of every 
month (no meeting in July) at 5:30 p.m. in the Library Meeting 
Room.  The public is encouraged to attend.  



The Director of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

Kara J. Cervelli 

Past Directors  of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

 

Virginia Kerr   1924-1926 

Hazel Rugg   1926-1948 

Helen M. Casey  1949-1957 

Camille B. Mosher   1957-1967 

Rose Priscilla Henninge  1967-1983 

Cynthia "Hope" Ellis  1984  

Carol Murdoch Miller 1985-2000  

Kerry L. McCrone  2001-2003 

Carol Lipscomb Butsko 2004-2019 

Virginia 
Kerr  

Helen 
M. 
Casey 

Camille B. 
Mosher 
  

Rose 
Priscilla 
Henninge  

Hazel 
Rugg 

same time “the air conditioning reversed and blew soot from 
the furnace all over the library that very morning.”   

 

1959 - a telephone was installed at the librarian’ desk.  

 

1960 -  A uniform loan plan was initiated by the Lake County 
Libraries.  A card from one of these libraries enables patrons to 
borrow books from any other library. If unattainable in the 
county, books can be obtained from the Ohio State Library.  

 

May 1960 - The library purchased a  book charging machine 
from the Gaylord company for $250. To this end, all patrons 
must be re-registered, addresses updated, and new charga-
plate cards issued. Staff are trained on the use of the new 
machine.   

August 1960 – Electric lights are installed outside to illuminate 
the Library’s name on the outside of the building.  An electrical 
outlet is added inside for the vacuum cleaner and new steel 
shelving is installed on the south wall of the reading room. 

 

1963 - The current number of volumes totals approximately 
40,000 



 

1948 - The first two-party telephone was installed in the library  
and the Library board votes to join the American Library 
Association (ALA) .   

 

1950 -  The library has a float in the Mardi Gras parade and 
holds the first summer story hour with 75 children attending.   

The library purchases a record player to be used by patrons 
under the supervision of the librarian.  

 

1955-1967:  The Park Library Station at Sunset Point in 
Painesville Township was established by Fairport Harbor 
Public Library starting with a collection of 100 books.  

 

1956 - The first workshop of Lake County Libraries was 
initiated and held at Fairport Library.    

 

1957 :  Fairport Harbor Public Library provided library services 
at Mentor Headlands Elementary School with a collection of 
250 books. Service continues until 1959 when Mentor Public 
Library obtains funding to provide the library service.  

 

Fairport Harbor Public Library begins a program of book 
reviews and children's stories read over radio station WPLV.  

 

1958 - During the Mardi Gras parade the library was opened to 
the paraders and supplied “dressing rooms, endless drinks of 
water, and seats for the weary, despite a rugged day! “  At the 

The Fiscal Officer of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

Joanne Clapp 

Past Fiscal Officers of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

 

Alberta K Belden  1953 

Rita Shetina   1965-1976 

David Hill   1977-1983 

Shirley Nelson  1984-1985 

Linda Hofer   2001-2003 

The Staff of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

 

Catherine Norman, Adult librarian 

Kassandra Rice, Youth librarian 

Kathleen Chitty, Adult programming associate 

Mishannda Hissam, Youth programming associate 

Christian Sullivan, Reference associate 

Carrie Todd, Cataloging specialist 

Deborah Barcikowski, Clerk 

Elizabeth Kutie, Custodian 



Fairport Harbor Public Library 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1934 - the authorities at St. Anthony’s School in Fairport were 
contacted  in regard to establishing a branch library in their 
school. 

 

1940 - A new addition to the building is planned and built.  
Once completed it doubles the size of the library and houses a 
reference room, study-hall, and a children’s corner.  The 
basement was used for band rehearsals.  The cost was divided 
between  the library and the school boards,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1947- Miss Pearl Killinen is elected as the first woman 
president of the Library Board of Trustees.  She served on the 
board from 1942 and was vice president from 1944-1946.    

FHPL 1935 – image courtesy of Vance Todd  

Fairport Harbor Public Library 1940 Addition 



Herbert Marshall was the first library board president.  Virginia 
Kerr, the Spanish instructor at the High School, was hired as 
the librarian (the position now called the Library Director) with 
a salary of $135.00 per month for 9 months.   
 
1930 - The McKinley School Library was opened in the 
summer for children to borrow books. 
 
September 12, 1933- Library service was extended to all 
residents of Lake County.     
 

1933-1935   - With aid from New Deal programs 
superintendent R.A. Greig initiated a plan to build a new library 
building.  The library was built on land adjacent to the high 
school in 1933 with the Civil Works Administration furnishing 
the labor and materials.  The library building was used in the 
1934-1935 school year and the project was completed in July 
1935.  The new library was used as a school study hall and by 
the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairport Harbor Public Library 

September 17, 2022  
Reception Program 

 

Welcome: 

Kara Cervelli, FHPL Director 

Pamela Lausin, FHPL Board of Trustees President 

Daniel P. Troy, Ohio State Representative 

 

A Brief History of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

 

Voices from the Past:  
an interview with Carol Murdoch Miller,  

former director of FHPL and Jacquie Wolf,  
former children’s librarian  of FHPL 

 

Refreshments 

-and- 

A Stroll Through the Archives 



A Chronological History of Fairport Harbor Public Library 

 

For 100 years Fairport Harbor Public Library has been an 
integral part of the Fairport community and schools with 
innovative programming, diverse collections, and award 
winning customer service.  The library staff and board of 
trustees have strived to ensure that the village will proud of 
their library for the next 100 years.    

________________________________ 

 

The first library in Fairport was on 
the second floor of the Kasvi 
Temperance Hall on Eagle Street 
(Built in 1895).  It was started with 
138 volumes in the Finnish language 
and subscriptions to several 
newspapers which enabled readers 
to keep up with local and world 
events. The reading room was one 
of the most actively used parts of 
the building.  “Books were taken for 
reading at places of employment, by housemaids, and the 
young men in boarding homes, as 
well as family groups.”    
 
1900 - The first grade school (Plum 
Street School) was built in Fairport 
(destroyed by fire and rebuilt in 
1910) and the first school library was 
next to the teacher’s lounge and 
built from donations from teachers 

Kasvi Temperance Hall 

Plum Street School 

and friends.  The high school students attended in Painesville 
and used Morley library, but this was not convenient to the 
public.  
 
1921 - Fairport School 
superintendent M.C. 
Helm created a library 
in a basement supply 
room in the southeast 
corner of McKinley 
Elementary School with 1000 books borrowed from the Ohio 
State Library. Visual aids were stored there and shown on an 
old Keystone projector.  Mrs. Senia Sorvisto, a teacher,  was the 
librarian in charge.  The library was open to the public and 
students.  
 
 
September 19, 1921 - 
Harding High School 
opened in Fairport.   
 
September 13, 1922 - 
The Fairport Harbor Board of 
Education established the Fairport Harbor Public Library to 
serve both the school and the public in the district.  It was 
funded with a 1 mil. tax levy.   It was located on the second 
floor of the new Harding High School.  Most of the children’s 
books remained at Garfield and McKinley school libraries with 
teachers serving as part-time librarians.   
 
1924 - September 5 - the Fairport Harbor Board of Education 
established the Fairport Harbor Public Library Board of 
Trustees with 7 members appointed by the board of education.  

McKinley Elementary School 

Harding High School 


